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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

BY 

ROBERT  de  la  POER  BERESFORD, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.,  F.C.S. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


OSWESTRY: 


E.  &  A.  HOPE,  PRINTERS,  BAILEY  HEAD, 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
GUILDHALL, 

OSWESTRY, 

May,  1926. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 

Oswestry. 

In  presenting  this,  my  Annual  Report,  which  I  refrain  from 
numbering,  but  as  I  have  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
ancient  Borough  for  the  best  part  of  half  a  century  a  small 
detail  like  this  will  not  add  much  value  to  this  Report. 

I  have  been  in  office  so  long  that  you  may  have  got  tired 

of  seeing  me.  I  have  had  a  busy  time,  and  as  the  years  roll 

on  the  work  does  not  get  lighter,  and  the  number  of  documents 
to  be  read,  witnessed  and  signed,  apart  from  official  visits, 
reports,  and  the  various  other  demands,  including  keeping! 
one’s  self  informed  of  the  latest  advancement  in  Public  Health 
Legislation,  etc.,  will  always  keep  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  time  constantly  occupied. 

I  have  been  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Lacey  for  many  years. 

He  has  now  taken  on  the  entire  work  of  Borough  Surveyor  and 
Engineer — a  work  sufficient  for  any  one  man. 

I  have  the  advantage  of  a  very  able  man  as  Sanitary 

Inspector  in  the  person  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Isaac,  who  discharges  his 
duties  with  much  vive  and  perseverance.  He  makes  constant 
supervision  of  our  Markets,  and  the  supervision  has  the  effect 
of  furnishing  healthier  food  to  the  population  of  Oswestry  and 
the  surrounding  district.  Mr.  Isaac  is  a  master  of  detail,  and 
lets  not  the  slighest  cause  prejudicial  to  the  public  health- 
escape  him. 

During  my  long  and  eventful  career  as  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  I  have  been  materially  assisted  by  the  public  spirit 
evinced  in  Health  matters. 

With  the  above  prelude  I  will  now  proceed  with  my  Annual 
Report,  which  will  be  divided  as  follows: — First  facts  and 
figures,  which  will  include  statistics;  Work  accomplished  during 
the  year  by  your  Sanitary  Staff;  Milk  Supplies,  Food  (including 
milk),  and  Water;  Scavenging,  Housing,  Infectious  Diseases 
(including  Tuberculosis),  etc. 


1.  General  Statistics. 


Area  .  1,888  Acres. 

Population  (1921)  9,785 

Estimated  Population  to  the  middle  of  1925 .  9,968 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Estimated  1925) .  2,391 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Estimated 

1925)  2,480 

Rateable  Value  £64,752 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £224 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total  Male  Fe’le 

Births,  Legitimate  .  187  114  73 

Illegitimate  .  5  2  3 

Birth  Rate  as  given  by  Registrar-General  .  19.2 


Total  Male  Fe’le 

Deaths  .  Ill  55  56 

Death  Rate  as  given  by  Registrar-General  .  11.1 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Child-birth: 


1.  From  Sepsis  .  Nil 

2.  From  Other  Causes  .  1 


Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1000  Births  .  52 

(Legitimate  9;  Illegitimate  1 — Total  10). 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  0 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  ancient  Borough  of  Oswestry  is  situated  on  high  ground, 
with  the  Shropshire  plain  to  the  East,  in  latitude  52°  North 
and  longitude  3°  3  West.  It  covers  a  total  area  of  1,888 
acres.  Its  geology  is  various,  marl,  clay,  and  streaks  of  gravel, 
with  boulder  clay  in  places.  The  different  elevation  of  the 
built  up  portion  varies  from  380  to  500  feet,  the  highest  parts 
of  the  Borough  area  reach  upwards  of  900  feet. 

Several  small  streams  formerly  ran  through  the  Town,  some 
of  them  through  open  channels,  but  these  have  been  diverted. 
The  comparatively  few  old  and  congested  buildings  are 
gradually  being  thinned  out,  and  the  Municipal  Housing  Area 
at  Woodside  has  been  town  planned  on  modern  lines. 
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There  is  the  remains  of  an  old  Castle  in  the  middle  of  the 
town,  and  one  has  only  to  climb  to  the  little  green  at  the 
highest  point  of  the  old  Castle  Grounds  to  see  how  well  the 
town  stands  as  regards  elevation  and  site,  with  beautiful  and 
health-giving  surroundings,  in  an  atmosphere  always  on  the 
move. 

Social  Conditions  (including  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation 

on  Public  Health). 

The  town  is  an  important  Market  and  Shopping  Centre  for 
a  large  area.  There  are  periodic  important  sales  of  Cattle, 
Sheep,  Wool,  etc.,  also  well-patronised  Produce  Markets.  The 
Smithfield,  situated  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  Station, 
is  well  known  to  a  large  number  of  buyers  and  sellers  from 
all  over  the  Country.  In  addition,  there  are  several  industries, 
of  which  the  Great  Western  Railway  Works  is  the  principal, 
and  are  the  largest  employers  of  labour. 

There  are  excellent  Train  and  Motor  Bus  Services  to  the 
surrounding  districts. 

Oswestry  enjoys  many  educational  advantages.  There  is 
the  Boys’  Grammar  School,  founded  in  1407;  Queen’s  Park 
(Preparatory);  Bellan  House  (Preparatory);  Brook  Side  (Pre¬ 
paratory)  ;  County  Secondary  Schools,  also  the  Borough  Art 
School;  Borough  Technical  School;  Church  Schools;  Roman 
Catholic,  and  Council  Elementary  Schools. 

Free  Library,  Reading  Room  and  Museum  in  the  Guildhall, 
where  also  the  Charters  and  Municipal  Plate  are  kept. 

There  are  also  opportunities  in  the  town  for  various  sports 
and  amusements,  including  bathing,  gymnastics,  cricket,  tennis, 
bowls,  etc.  Also  various  places  of  entertainment. 

The  occupations  of  the  people  are  in  general  of  a  healthy 
nature,  and  no  injurious  effect  on  the  health  of  any  section 
of  the  inhabitants  due  to  their  occupation  has  been  noted. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Summary  (for  reference)  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals 

and  other  Institutions. 

(A).  There  is  a  District  Nurse  at  the  Cottage  Hospital, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Matron,  who  attends  at  the 
homes  of  patients  free  of  charge  on  the  recommendation  of 
local  Practitioners. 

There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  the  home  Nursing 


5 


of  infectious  disease  in  the  homes.  The  School  Nurse  visits 
the  Schools,  and  treats  the  school  children  daily  for  minor 
ailments.  The  Health  Visitor  visits  all  children  who  are  known 
to  be  suffering  from  infectious  disease,  such  as  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  etc.,  and  gives  directions  to  the  parents  as 
required. 

There  are  two  Nursing  Homes  in  the  Borough. 

(B).  Midwives.  The  four  Midwives  practising  in  the 
Borough  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Public 
Health  Department. 


(C).  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: — 


Name. 

Situation. 

Nature  of  Accomod’n 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare 

Consultations  . 

28,  Upper  Brook  St. 

Waiting  Room, 
Weighing  Room, 
Consultation  Room. 

School  Clinic  for 
Minor  Ailments.... 

30,  Upper  Brook  St. 

Waiting  Room, 
Inspection  and 
Treatment  Room, 

School  Clinic  for 
Dental,  Refraction, 
and  Ear  and  Throat 
Work . 

28,  Upper  Brook  St. 

Record  Office, 

Waiting  Room, 
Consultation  Room. 

Tuberculosis 

* 

Waiting  Room, 
Record  Office, 

Dispensary . 

28,  Upper  Brook  St. 

Inspection  Room. 

V.D.  Centre.  There  is  no  provision  at  present  in  the 
Borough.  Shrewsbury  is  recognised  as  the  centre  for  con¬ 
sultations. 


The  Eure  and  Smale  Charity,  of  which  the  Oswestry  Town 
Council  constitute  the  Trustees,  provides  seven  Home-Helps, 
who  are  known  locally  as  the  Smaie’s  Nurses. 

(D).  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis— Shirlett  Sanatorium  and  Frees  Heath. 

2.  Maternity — None. 

3.  Children — None. 

4.  Fever — The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  at  Morda, 
and  has  30  beds.  This  provides  for  the  Borough,  the  Oswestry 
Rural  District,  and  the  Chirk  District  jointly.  Medical  Officer 
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in  attendance:  Dr.  Marshall.  Matron:  Miss  A.  Brammcr. 
In  addition  to  the  Matron,  the  female  staff  include  one  staff 
nurse  and  a  probationer  nurse,  also  a  cook. 

5.  Smallpox.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  a 
Circular  Letter  directs  that  the  Hospitals  available  for  the 
Isolation  of  Smallpox  are  Frees  Heath  Sanatorium,  near  Whit¬ 
church  (Telephone,  No.  11,  Prees);  Steeraway  Hospital,  near 
Wellington  (Telephone,  No.  94,  Wellington),  and  Ludlow  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital,  Ludlow. 

The  Prees  Heath  Sanatorium  is  being  used  for  advanced 
cases  of  Phthisis,  and  will  not  be  used  for  smallpox  unless 
there  is  a  considerable  epidemic. 

(E) .  Apart  from  the  Morda  Institution,  provided  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  there  is  no  institutional  provision  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children 
in  the  Borough. 

(F) .  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  Isolation  Hospital  Joint 
Committee  purchased  a  Motor  Ambulance  at  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  which  provides  for  two  stretcher  cases  and  also 
sitting  up  cases.  This  ambulance  is  used  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  cases  only. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  Mayor  (Councillor  T.  Whitfield) 
is  about  to  present  and  hand  over  to  the  Police  for  use  in^ 
the  Borough,  a  Hand  Ambulance,  presented  to  the  Town  by  the 
Oswestra  Whist  Drive  Committee. 

A  private  Motor  Ambulance  is  available  for  hire  in  the 
Borough  for  non-infectious  cases,  etc.,  and  is  available  for 
long  distance  journeys.  This  is  the  property  of  the  Shropshire 
V.A.D.,  No.  9  Detachment,  of  which  Dr.  W.  Aylmer  Lewis 
is  the  Commandant.  Applications  for  use  are  made  to  the 
Police  who  communicate  with  the  Authorities. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  waters  are 
carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  attached  to  the  Guildhall,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Reports  on  specimens  submitted  by  Medical  Practitioners 
from  Town  Patients  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  his  information.  This  is  useful  in  controlling  the  notification 
of  such  diseases  as  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis  and  Enteric  Fever. 

The  following  Table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  done  for 
the  Borough  during  the  year  1925: — 
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Positive  Negative  Total 


Swabs,  Diphtheria 
Sputa,  Tubercle 
Blood,  Bac.  Typhosus 


31  71  102 

13  75  88 

2  13 


Bac.  Paratyphosus  B. 


3  3 


Faeces,  Typhoid 

Urine,  Typhoid 

Pleural  Effusion,  Tubercle 


2 


2 

1 


2 

2 

1 


Totals 


48  153  201 


Antitoxin. 


A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  available  for  town  cases 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
(outside  London)  Order,  1910.  This  is  obtainable  from  the 
Health  Department,  Guildhall. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws,  and  Local  Regulations  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws,  and  Local  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Public  Health  are  in  force  in  the  District: — 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (except 
Sections  17,  19,  24,  28,  50,  82,  83,  92,  93  and  94). 


Byelaws. 


Good  Rule  and  Government,  and  Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Oswestry  Markets  and  Fairs. 

Public  Pleasure  Grounds. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Nuisances,  and  the  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 
adjoining  any  premises,  and  for  imposing  on  the  occupiers  of 
any  premises  duties  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  house 
refuse,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  work  of  collection. 

Regulation  of  Offensive  Trades. 

Public  Baths  and  Public  Gymnasium. 

Regulations  for  preventing  waste,  misuse,  undue  consumption 
or  the  contamination  of  water. 


New  Legislation. 


Three  important  Acts  bearing  on  Public  Health  came  into 
operation  during  1925: — 
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The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

The  Housing  Act,  1925. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Part  of  this  Act  is  adoptive, 
and  the  Town  Council  has  not  delayed  matters  in  taking  the 
necessary  action  with  the  Minister  of  Health  in  selecting  and 
adopting  the  portions  adapted  to  the  Town  in  the  interest  of 
Public  Health. 


The  following  were  the  causes  of 

death  in 

the  Borough 

during  the  year  1925. 

Whooping  Cough 

Male 

Female 

1 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

•  .  • 

7 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

•  •  • 

7 

11 

Rheumatic  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

«  •  • 

4 

2 

Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

10 

16 

Arterio-sclerosis 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
birth 

premature 

3 

1 

Others  from  Violence 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

•  •  • 

5 

3 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

2 

The  following  Statistics  will  serve  to  compare  the  Birth  and 
Death  Rates,  and  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
with  similar  statistics  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  number  of  births  for  the  year  were  192  (116  males 
and  76  females).  Mars  being  now  the  ascendant,  probably  to 
replace  the  loss  in  the  war.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  19.2  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  Of  these  children  only  2  males  and 
3  females  were  illegitimate.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  general  was  18.3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  this  Borough  as  compared  with  last 
year  shows  a  decrease  of  28,  and  an  increase  of  3  as  compared 
with  1923. 

The  annual  Death  Rate  of  the  Borough  reached  a  total  of 


9 


111  (55  males  and  56  females).  This  gives  an  annual  death 
rate  of  11.1  per  1,000,  being  less  than  the  death  rate  of  the 
Country  in  general,  which  stood  at  12.2. 

This  is  I  believe  the  lowest  death  rate  I  have  ever  recorded. 

There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year.  This  is 
equal  to  a  rate  of  52,  as  compared  with  the  rate  of  75  for 
England  and  Wales.  Although  too  much  stress  cannot  be 
laid  on  this  rate  on  account  of  the  small  actual  numbers,  it 
is  interesting  to  speculate  on  the  financial  aspect,  for  the 
potential  value  of  an  infant  life  to  the  nation  has  been 
estimated  at  £300.  If  the  rate  for  Oswestry  had  been  the  same 
as  that  for  England  and  VVales,  there  would  have  been  four 
more  infantile  lives  lost.  These  lives  have  been  saved,  and 
represent  in  this  estimate  a  saving  to  the  Borough  of  £1,200. 

This  figure  is  encouraging,  as  a  low  death  rate  in  children 

under  one  year  of  age  is  a  healthy  sign  in  a  district  for  many 
reasons. 

There  were  no  less  than  26  deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  an 
increase  of  3  over  the  preceding  year.  These  strenuous  times 
following  the  Great  War  have,  as  I  stated  in  my  last  year’s 
Report,  put  a  great  strain  on  the  vascular  system,  and  we 

may  expect  for  some  time  yet  an  increase  in  this  class  of 

deaths. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  10  of  which  were 
Pulmonary  cases.  Of  the  27  cases  notified  no  less  than  17 
were  admitted  to  Hospital.  It  is  indeed  encouraging  to  see 
that  provision  has  been  provided  for  such  a  large  percentage. 
Shelters  are  also  provided  in  several  instances  in  the  Borough 
by  the  County  Authorities. 

Dr.  Wheatley,  our  County  M.O.H.,  does  his  share,  and  more 
than  his  share,  in  the  fight  against  Tuberculosis. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum.  Two  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

NOTIFIED. 

Treated. 

At  Horae. 

In  Hospital. 

2 

9 

LJ 

2 

.  .  . 

. . . 

Causes  of  Sickness. 

There  have  been  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness 
and  invalidity  during  the  year. 
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For  information  the  following  Report  is  included: — 

Oswestry  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  28,  Upper 

Brook  Street. 

President — The  Lady  Harlech. 

Medical  Officer — Dr.  Wilson  Evans. 

Health  Visitors — Miss  Bindlors;  Miss  Gilsenyan. 

House  Committee — Mrs.  Crofton  (Hon.  Sec.),  Councillor  Mrs. 

Lodge,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Thomas,  J.P.,  Mrs.  Williamson. 

The  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has 
been  satisfactory  during  the  year,  and  been  well  used  by  the 
Mothers. 

We  have  to  thank  many  friends  who  have  helped  by  gifts  of 
money  and  clothes,  and  assisted  us  in  other  ways. 

The  Centre  was  open  on  52  Wednesdays  during  the  year, 
from  1 — 4-30.  The  Medical  Officer  sees  each  mother  and 
infant  who  attend,  and  the  two  Health  Visitors  (Borough  and 
Rural)  are  also  there  each  week.  Lectures  and  advice  are 
given  on  infant  hygiene  and  management  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

During  the  year  276  children,  from  birth  to  the  age  of  5, 
attended  the  Centre. 

Under  the  Scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
5,516  pints  of  milk  were  distributed  to  Nursing  Mothers  and 
Children  under  3  years  of  age  in  the  Town.  We  are  very 
grateful  to  our  Lady  Helpers  who  voluntarily  assist  us  at  each 
Session.  The  Centre  has  sent  some  ailing  babies  to  Conval¬ 
escent  Homes  or  for  Hospital  treatment,  if  advised  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  and  they  have  returned  greatly  improved  in 
health. 

During  the  Autumn  a  Health  Week  was  held  for  the  Town, 
when  Lectures  were  given  and  Films  shown.  The  House 
Committee  wish  to  thank  Lady  Harlech  for  her  kindness  in 
giving  a  Tea  to  the  Mothers  and  Babies  of  the  Town,  and  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Wrexham  for  an  Address  after  it. 

The  Committee  also  gave  a  Tea  and  Entertainment  instead 
of  the  usual  Xmas  Tree,  it  was  much  enjoyed  by  the  mothers. 
The  Girls  of  the  Play  Centre  and  of  the  National  Schools  gave 
little  prays  and  dances  which  were  greatly  appreciated. 

In  connection  with  the  Centre  an  experiment  of  Sunlight 
Treatment  during  three  months  in  the  Summer  was  tried,  and 
found  very  beneficial.  About  6  infants  under  school  age  came 
three  days  a  week  from  10 — 4.  They  were  in  charge  of  a 
Superintendent  and  two  girls  from  the  National  Schools;  they 
were  fed  and  played  with,  and  had  a  rest  morning  and 
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afternoon,  when  their  limbs  were  gradually  exposed  to  the 
sun.  The  result  exceeded  our  expectations;  friends  provided 
fruit,  eggs,  salads,  butter,  also  cots,  blankets  and  materials 
for  the  overalls  the  children  wore  during  the  day,  also  sand 
was  given  for  a  sandpit,  which  was  a  great  boon  and  joy  to 
the  children. 

Woollen  belts  are  made  by  friends  and  sold  to  mothers  at 
the  price  of  the  wool.  Baby  clothes  are  got  from  the  Red 
Cross  Department,  Cadogan  Square,  London,  and  sold  to  any 
who  require  them. 

Infant  Feeding: — Breast  Fed,  90  per  cent.  Artificial  Food 
and  Mixed,  10  per  cent. 

Glaxo,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Emulsion,  and  Vitmar  are  all  sold 
under  the  Medical  Officer’s  orders  at  cost  price  to  all  who 
attend  the  Welfare. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  Water  supply  to  the  Town  is  of  good  quality,  and  at 
most  times  plentiful.  I  have  been  associated  with  it  for  a 
period  of  over  50  years,  and  this  water  is  periodically  examined 
chemically  and  bacteriologically,  and  I  can  certify  that  it  is 
pure,  with  little  solid  matter,  and  is  a  good,  moderately  soft 
water. 

Bacteriological  examination  showed  no  organisms  of  a  possibly 
injurious  character,  and  the  bacterial  count  of  harmless 
organisms  were  again  well  below  the  mark. 

The  chemical  examination  showed  that  we  possessed  a 
moderately  soft  water,  which  very  much  resembles  the  Liverpool 
supply  before  it  enters  the  filter  beds. 

I  have  never  known  an  instance  where  any  ailment  has  been 
caused  through  it.  Containing  a  small  portion  of  peat  it  is 
liable  to  p>eaty  acids,  which  have  a  deleterious  action  on  iron 
pipes,  deminishing  the  calibre  and  corroding  the  surface.  It 
has,  however,  not  the  slightest  deleterious  effect  on  lead.  It 
contains  a  very  small  portion  of  albuminoid  ammonia  which  is 
produced  by  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matter.  Taking 
ail  into  consideration  this  water  is  so  good  that  it  is  worth 
while  taking  care  of,  needless  to  say  that  floating  particles,  no 
matter  how  produced,  will  be  removed  by  filtration. 
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The  Scheme  for  Filtration  Plant  and  re-constructing  the 
Service  Reservoirs  has  been  the  subject  for  a  Ministry  of  Health 
Inquiry,  and  the  sanction,  subject  to  a  few  slight  modifications,, 
obtained,  and  the  assistance  of  a  grant  from  the  Unemployment 
Grants  Committee  was  hoped  for.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
Scheme  was  held  up  pending  information  as  to  whether  a  grant 
would  be  forthcoming,  but  I  express  the  hope  that  nothing 
will  prevent  the  Council  going  on  with  at  least  the  Filtration 
part  of  the  proposed  works  in  1926. 

Saying  nothing  of  health  matters,  the  water  will  be  wonder¬ 
fully  improved  in  appearance  and  taste.  Owing  to  the  dry 
summer,  recourse  had  to  be  made  to  the  use  of  Liverpool  water, 
and  the  supply  was  maintained  constant  throughout.  A  new  and 
large  Main  has  been  laid  from  the  Mount  Reservoirs  to  the  bottom 
of  the  Mount  Road,  and  this  has  had  the  desired  effect  of 
providing  ample  pressure  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  Town, 
which,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  under  the  present  conditions 
of  the  old  main,  had  been  frequently,  and  for  considerable 
periods  of  the  day,  without  water;  and  an  increased  pressure 
to  all  parts  of  the  Town  generally. 

The  consumption  of  water  has  increased  by  reason  of  the 
considerable  number  of  new  houses  erected,  and  the  larger 
quantity  used  for  trade  purposes. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

After  encountering  great  engineering  difficulties  the  trunk 
sewer  from  Whittington  Road  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
has  been  completed,  and  this  has  opened  up  a  large  area  of 
land,  which  is  now  being  developed  and  built  upon,  and  during! 
the  year  the  extension  of  the  Disposal  Works  was  completed 
and  put  in  operation.  This  Scheme  has  made  it  possible  to 
dispense  with  the  objectionable  and  costly  Ejector  Plant. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Estate  of  about  15  acres  in 
Gobowen  Road  and  Llwyn  Road  has  been  developed,  the  roads 
being  formed,  kerbed  and  sewered,  and  gas  and  water  mains 

laid. 

A  Contract  was  let  for  the  erection  of  26  non-parlour  type 
houses.  When  these  are  completed  the  number  of  houses 
erected  by  the  Council  will  be  76.  In  spite  of  the  activity  of 
the  Town  Council  in  the  matter  of  the  provision  of  dwelling 
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houses,  there  is  still  a  considerable  shortage  at  present  in  the 
Town,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  not  possible  to  deal  adequately 
with  many  unfit  houses,  and  with  the  problem  of  the  use  of 
houses  built  for  one  family  being  occupied  by  two  and  in  many 
cases  more  families.  The  adoption  of  a  Scheme  to  assist  private 
enterprise,  and  the  addition  by  the  Council  of  the  sum  of  £25 
to  the  Government  Subsidy,  making  in  all  £100,  has  proved  a 
great  inducement,  and  many  builders  and  private  individuals 
have  taken  advantage  of  it. 

In  addition  to  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme,  plans  were 
approved  in  1925  for  the  erection  of  37  houses. 


Overcrowding. 

Overcrowding  has  been  noted  in  several  instances,  and  the 
necessary  steps  in  extreme  cases  have  been  taken.  The  time 
is  now  becoming  opportune  to  deal  very  seriously  with  over¬ 
crowding.  The  injury  to  the  health  and  morals  of  persons 
expuseu  to  the  influence  of  such  conditions  is  most  serious. 
All  forms  of  overcrowding  influence  the  health  of  those  exposed 
to  the  poisonous  products  of  respiration,  facilitate  the  spread 
of  infectious  disease,  and  help  to  transfer,  from  one  body  to 
another,  germs  and  parasites  unfavourable  to  the  health  of  man. 


Standard  of  Fitness  in  Houses. 

In  assessing  the  fitness  of  a  house  for  human  habitation, 
attention  is  paid  to  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  a  Manual  on  Unfit  Houses  and  Unhealthy  Areas, 
Vol.  1,  published  in  1919.  In  that  Manual  it  is  stated  as  a 
guide  to  Local  Housing  Authorities  that  a  fit  house  should  be: 

(1) .  Free  from  dampness 

(2) .  Satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated. 

(3) .  Properly  drained  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary 

conveniences,  and  with  a  sink. 

(4) .  In  good  general  repair;  and  should  have: 

(5) .  A  satisfactory  water  supply. 

(6) .  Adequate  washing  accommodation. 

(7) .  Adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food;  and 

(8) .  A  well-ventilated  store  for  food. 


All  unfit  houses  must  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act 
by  the  Local  Authority  by  means  of  what  are  known  as  Closing 
Orders.  This  means  that  the  house  must  not  be  occupied  as 
a  dwelling  house  until  it  has  been  made  fit,  and  if  steps  are 
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not  taken  to  render  it  so  fit  in  a  reasonable  time,  the  Closing 
Order  is  followed  up  by  a  Demolition  Order.  A  Closing  Order 
and  a  Demolition  Order  are  subject  to  appeal  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  if  the  house  owner  is  aggrieved  by  such  Orders. 


Unhealthy  Areas. 

Several  unfit  houses  are  scattered  throughout  the  older  parts 
of  the  Town,  and  apart  from  a  few  small  groups  of  houses  in 
Courts,  there  are  no  extensive  unhealthy  areas  in  the  Town. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  treatment  of  the  refuse  during  the  year  has  been  by 
Pulverizing.  The  method  has  proved  quite  satisfactory,  there 
not  being  the  slightest  nuisance  from  the  refuse  in  its  pulverized 
condition.  Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to 
dispose  of  anything  like  the  whole  of  the  crushed  refuse, 
farmers  and  others  not  being  convinced  of  its  value  as  a. 
manure,  although  its  physical  effect,  apart  from  any  manuria) 
value  on  heavy  land  would  be  advantageous.  The  Council, 
and  others,  have  used  it  with  good  effect  as  a  dressing  for 
grass  land.  Tins  are  thrown  out  and  eventually  crushed  flat  and 
disposed  of,  for  when  left  to  accumulate  these  form  a  harbourage 
for  rats.  Measures  were  also  taken  with  success  to  exterminate 
the  vermin.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  delegated 
to  a  Special  Sub-Committee  the  task  of  considering  and 
reporting  on  the  whole  question  of  the  Collection  and  Disposal 
of  Hou  se  Refuse,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement.  This 
Committee  is  still  pursuing  its  enquiries. 

House  refuse  is  collected  daily,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Lacey,  the  Borough  Surveyor;  horse  haulage  has  been  found 
up  to  the  present  sufficient. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  similar  Structures. 

The  whole  of  the  caravans  used  for  habitation  during  the 
March  and  May  Fairs  were  visited,  and  were  found  satis¬ 
factory.  The  water  supply,  sanitary  conveniences  and  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  removal  of  refuse  were  all  that  could  be  desired. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
Borough.  Frequent  visits  were  made  at  various  periods  of  the 
day  and  night,  and  the  conduct  and  state  of  each  is  satisfactorily 
maintained. 
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Food  Preparing  Places. 

In  addition  to  the  restaurant  kitchens  and  bakehouses,  which 
are  inspected  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  sausage 
and  other  meat  products  are  made  at  or  in  connection  with 
various  butcher’s  shops.  Fried  fish  shops,  tripe  boiling  and  such 
businesses  were  also  inspected,  and  were  found  to  be  conducted 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Offensive  Trades. 


There  are  two  Tanneries  and  one  Chandler  in  the  Borough. 
They  have  been  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Private  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  twelve  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough, 
and  an  emergency  slaughterhouse  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Town  Council. 


Diseased  Carcases. 


The  following  diseased  conditions  were  found  in  animals  at 
the  various  slaughterhouses  during  the  last  six  months  of  the 
year,  and  the  carcases,  or  portions,  were  voluntarily  surrendered: 

BULLOCKS: 


Tuberculosis  (Liver)  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  (Head)  ...  ...  ...  1 

SHEEP :  ••• 

Distomatosis  (Liver)  ...  ...  ...  14 

Echinococcus  (Liver)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sturdy  or  Gid  (Head)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ill-bled  and  Ill-set  (Carcase  and  Internal  Organs)  ...  1 

CALVES: 

Pymaemia  (Carcase  and  Internal  Organs)  ...  ...  1 

PIGS:  I  '  .  ,  ,  i 


Tuberculosis  (Generalised,  Carcase  and  Internal  Organs)  3 
,,  (Plucks)  ...  ...  ...  3 

„  (Heads)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Injury  and  Decomposition  (Carcase  and  Internal  Organs)  1 
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Urticaria  (Skin  and  Subcutaneous  Fat) 

Decomposition  (Head) 

Echinococcus  (Liver) 

Cirrhosis  (Liver) 

Other  Unsound  Food. 

d  he  following  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
destruction,  the  same  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

4lbs.  contaminated  Gorgonzola  Cheese;  35  Bananas;  lOlbs. 
Peas;  2011bs.  Mushrooms;  2  tins  Tomatoes;  55  Eggs;  27 
Rabbits;  360lbs.  Pears;  651bs.  Damsons;  61bs.  Nuts;  29lbs. 
Beetroot;  2521bs.  Grapes;  251bs.  Apples. 

Legal  Proceedings. 


No.  of 

Summonses, 

Statute  under  which 
Proceedings  were 
instituted. 

::M  i  Offences 

Fines. 

£  s  d 

Costs. 

£  s 

1 

Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  Sec.  17,  and 
also  Sec.  28  P.H. 
A)  Act,  1890 . 

Exposing  for  sale  at 
the  Gross  Market  41 
Unsound  Eggs  . 

For  being  in  possess- 

5  0  0 

1  4 

1 

)} 

ion  of  the  above . 

5  0  0 

1  4 

Remarks: — The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  (Mr.  F.  L.  Jackson) 
in  his  summing  up  of  the  case,  stated  that  they  looked  upon 
the  case  as  very  serious.  It  is  very  necessary  to  safeguard  the 
health  of  the  Public,  and  also  the  interests  of  the  egg  trade 
at  Oswestry. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  supply  to  the  Town  receives  very  careful  attention 
before  it  is  distributed  as  a  universal  food.  Samples  are  taken 
from  the  vendors  and  examined  at  the  Guildhall  for  specific 
gravity,  cream  and  sediment.  Any  doubtful  samples  are  reported 
to  the  Officers  acting  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
During  1925  there  was  a  prosecution  for  selling  milk  in  the 
Borough  which  was  below  the  standard,  as  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry,  and  the  Bench  inflicted  a  fine  of  £3,  including  the 
Analyst’s  fees. 

The  Veterinary  Surgeon  appointed  by  the  Local  Authority, 
makes  frequent  examinations  of  the  cows  which  supply  milk 


to  to  s- 1  to 
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to  Oswestry  for  the  presenee  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus, 
and  reports  accordingly.  This  is  a  big  step  forward  in  stamping 
out  Tuberculosis,  and  especially  so  when  it  is  realized  that 
infants  and  invalids  principally  depend  on  it  as  a  food. 

The  cow  sheds,  milk  shops  and  dairies  are  frequently 
inspected,  and  in  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  under  the 
powers  given  to  the  Town  Council  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922,  to  refuse  registration  to  an  applicant 
to  sell  milk  at  a  small  shop  where  paraffin  and  other  contam¬ 
inating  matter  were  closely  stored. 

Milk,  which  is  a  most  valuable  food,  requires  the  strictest 
supervision. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that,  unlike  most  towns,  the  cows 
supplying  milk  to  the  Borough  are  at  most  times  (both  winter 
and  summer)  kept  out  of  doors. 

Although  there  is  still  more  room  for  raising  the  general 
standard  regarding  the  production,  storage,  and  distribution  of 
milk  in  the  Town,  it  is  obvious  that  the  Traders  as  a  whole 
are  showing  improvement. 

There  were  ten  applications  for  registration  as  purveyors  of 
milk,  one  was  refused  owing  to  unsuitable  premises. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(A)  Particulars  of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 


Inspector  during  the  year: 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  390 

Work  in  Progress  ...  ...  ...  114 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  6 

House  to  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  124 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  149 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act  ...  ...  ...  37 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies,  Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops...  ...  ...  35 

Private  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  997 

Food-Preparing  Places  ...  ...  ...  12 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  9 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  40 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  28 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  586 


Total 


2,541 
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(B  and  C)  The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Notices 
served  and  complied  with: 


Statute  or  Byelaw. 

Notices  not 
complied  with 

Notices  Served  1925. 

Complied 
with  1925 

Notices  not 
complied  with 
at  end  of 

at  end  of 
1924. 

Preliminary. 

Statutory. 

1925. 

Public  Health  Acts.... 
Factory  and 

. .  . 

193 

4 

161 

36 

Workshops  Act . 

... 

9 

q 

Regulations  under 

... 

•  •  • 

Dairies,  Cow  Sheds 

&  Milk  Shops  Order. 

•  •  • 

8 

1 

Borough  Byelaws . 

1 

tJ 

1 

•  •  • 

Totals . 

211 

5 

180 

!  § 

1 

i 

210 

In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  104  letters  were  written  by 
the  Inspector,  and  28  reports  made  to  the  other  departments. 
There  were  68  complaints  investigated. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector: 


NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  . 

4 

1 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

35 

5 

•  •  • 

Work  Places  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
Premises) 

10 

4 

•  •  • 

Total  . . 

49 

10 

•  •  . 
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2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces: 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

offences  in 
respect  to  which 
Prosecutions 
were  instituted. 

PARTICULARS. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts: 

Want  of  Cleanliness . 

7 

( 

7 

*  •  • 

Want  of  Ventilation . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  # 

Overcrowding . 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Want  of  Drainage  to  floors 

•  .  . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Nuisances . 

*  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Sanitary  Accomodation: 
Insufficient . 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  Defective — 

o 

lj 

9 

LJ 

»  • 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes . 

. .  . 

Total . 

10 

10 

•  .  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  de  la  POER  BERESFORD, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.,  F.C.S. 


May,  1926. 
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